ABOUT

Dennis Reynolds

I enjoy creating art that explores the importance of capturing significant memories and as well as illusive and sometimes misleading perceptions.  Hopefully my art contributes to a deeper understanding of diverse experiences and our understanding of places. My equally diverse education included a focus on placemaking, studying Fine Arts at Wheaton College under Dr. Karl Steele while pursuing a major in Economics and enjoying classes in group dynamics and persuasion. I went on to receive a Masters of Landscape Architecture at Kansas State University where I continued to learn how to impact human experiences through placemaking.  While there, I was a teaching assistant for Professor Mike Lin, nationally recognized for his “BeLoose” graphics workshops.  In 2019 and 2020, I studied plein air painting under Kami Mendlik at the St Croix River School of Painting.

You often see in my art, a desire to blur the lines between specific subject matter and abstract colors and forms.  My most recent two-dimensional work includes the use of pen and ink line work with the vigorous application of colors with oil paints.  I enjoy the challenge of capturing the effects of time such as:

· Suggesting the hardened character of a steel ship hull with the patina of many years of hard use contrasted with a soft, calm sky.   
· The impact of time on a cathedral’s stone with over nine hundred years of subtle erosion of crisp details.
· Perspectives combined with the temporary effects of warm light and cool shadows cast onto forms to evoke movement and emotions.  
· The movement and temporary aspect of nature.  
I have been featured in the following exhibits: 

· Art Reach St Croix, “Structures”, 2019, One of three artists with shared themes of the environment and place making.  Art Reach St. Croix in Stillwater, Minnesota

· Urbandale, “Memories and Dreams”, 2019, One person show. City of Urbandale, Iowa

· Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport Community Art Show, 2021 First Place Professional Category for “Cathedrale Notre-Dame de Bayeux” currently on loan to the Metropolitan Airport Commission’s headquarters lobby., and 2022 Third Place Professional Category for “Matsumoto's Sheep”
· First Unitarian Church, 2018 and 2017

· Moberg Gallery, “Facts, Goals, Needs, Concepts”, multi-media exhibit, 2012

My plein air experience includes Mineral Point in 2021 and 2019, and by invitation: Paint Grand Traverse 2022 and Dubuque Bluff Strokes 2022.  

My work is often guided by diverse ways of understanding art including:
· Narrative experience
· Density of Meaning
· Craftsmanship
· Ethos
· Innovation
· Big idea
